
Jake Nunez 

Santa Maria Middle School Student 

 

 Our current Wall of Fame Honoree is Mr. Jake Nunez who came to the 

attention of district Superintendent Dr. Marvene Lobato when she was 

looking for local businesses willing to assist with our holiday family 

adoptions.  Dr. Lobato called the Home Depot and was connected to Mr. 

Nunez.   He recalls that she was looking to get a tree for the Adopt-a-Family 

program.  He was eager to assist as it sounded like a program which 

furthered the goals of the corporation to contribute to the community.  He requested approval from his 

supervisors and received permission to do what he felt needed to be done.   He says that he went outside 

and picked out one of the nicer noble trees.  He also found some lights and bulbs to help make the tree 

festive.   “When Marvene pulled up I showed her the tree I had picked out and let her know that if she did 

not like it, we could choose another one.”  He recalls that she said that if he thought it was a good one, than 

she would be very happy with it.   He was especially excited in sharing that he later received a card and a 

picture of the tree and the family who received it.  Jake said that he enjoyed receiving that card and that he 

shared it with his supervisor.  

            Jake enjoyed school very much and was a student in the Fowler District for part of his eighth grade 

year.  He recalls that in eighth grade he moved schools several times and that Santa Maria Middle School was 

the third school he attended that year. He recalls that because of his frequent moves he did not feel that he 

got to know his teachers well.  He does recall that he was on the team taught by Mr. Skully.   He was a 

student during the time that Ms. Sullivan was the principal.  He recalls very much enjoying school loving the 

educational experiences as well as the social aspects of it. He enjoyed learning; playing football and the 

opportunities he had to learn to play musical instruments. In fifth grade Jake had the opportunity to play 

both the violin and the trombone. He recalls that he began playing guitar in eighth grade and that he 

continued to pursue this interest in high school.  To this day he is still interested in musical instruments and 

continues to play the guitar.            

            An important teacher in his education was Mr. Carter a math teacher from Tolleson High School.  He 

recalls that Mr. Carter had a wonderful sense of humor and was usually eating sunflower seeds.  Jake 

remembers a teacher who encouraged his students and invited them to go to the front of the class and solve 

problems on the board.  He has a particular memory of finishing a test early and getting into the space 

between the overhead projector and the board.  His teacher noted he was there and up to something and 

asked him what he was doing.   When the test was over and the screen was rolled up the whole class was 



amused by a caricature of Mr. Carter that Jake had drawn on the board.  Mr. Carter was a special person in 

his life and it was for that reason that he felt comfortable taking the risk of drawing a sketch of his teacher.   

            Jake recalls his own family life.  He remembers that his father was always working and he was the 

“provider.”   His mother was always home with the children. When dad came home each day he recalls that 

mom would meet him out front as he was walking in with a hug and a kiss.  She would then serve dinner and 

the family would eat.   Jake was one of five siblings.   His own family consists of three children, a 13 year old 

daughter, a 10 year old daughter and the youngest a 5 year old boy who will start kindergarten in the coming 

year. Jake has been involved in the two older children’s lives for eight years since he began dating their 

mother.  They have a committed relationship and together work to be there for all of their children.  He does 

his best to be in attendance at all school events and especially conferences.  

            He has learned a great deal about parenting, importance of being there for his children to support 

them in any way possible.  He very much values education.  He wants his children to have great experiences 

including having the opportunity to take classes which will prepare them for college as well as encourage 

their extracurricular interests.  He is hopeful that his own children will also take up a few musical 

instruments. He has high expectations for his children and wants them to have options and choices for their 

future when they graduate high school.   He describes his daughters as “very smart,” and adds that the 

middle child has expressed an interest in being a veterinarian.  Jake is committed to doing all that he can for 

his children and has already implemented a savings account in order to help save for college expenses.   

            Jake has been an employee at the Home Depot on 75th Avenue and McDowell for 11 years.  He has 

risen to the position of Department Manager and says that he is in line for another promotion.  He currently 

supervises several employees.  He believes that he has found success at his job because he is a hard 

worker.  He shared that he supervises many employees most of them have been working at this store for 

many years.  He enjoys leading his team.  He says his employees appreciate and respect his leadership 

skills.  He works hard to be inclusive and consider the styles and interests of his employees.  He has made it a 

priority to have conversations with those he supervises to find out about their lives and to let them know 

that they are appreciated. When any decisions or changes are made which impact his employees he is 

conscious about keeping employees informed, and talking to them rather than simply giving orders.  He 

enjoys his job and being a part of the team. 

            He learned throughout his tenure at Home Depot that the job takes dedication, focus, being 

supportive and having a vested interested in the lives of employees.  He makes it a priority to know what is 

going on in the lives of his employees outside of the workplace and to express interest and concerns in their 

lives.    Currently, Jake runs the building and lumber department.  Previously he ran the hardware 

department.  He has always been clear with his supervisors that he is interested in moving up and increasing 



his responsibilities within the organization.   He has had several promotions and he attributes this directly to 

his being goal oriented.       

            When asked what advice he would give to our young people in school today Jakes says, “Stay true to 

what you want and believe in yourselves.  Whatever it is you want in life, you can get it!” 


